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Pacaiste suntasach maoinithe tri bliana le haghaidh
Kinia fogartha inniu

o €2,374,379 leithdhailte ag na hAiri Martin agus Byrne faoi
phacaiste maoinithe tri bliana

e Maoiniu reatha agus maoiniu caipitil suntasach fégartha do
Kinia chun leanuint ar aghaidh le Clar Techspace, Tech Féile
agus chun scéim nua ‘Léigh Liom’ a thosu

D’fhégair an tAire Turasoireachta, Cultuir, Ealaion, Gaeltachta, Spoéirt agus Mean,
Catherine Martin, T.D agus An tAire Stait Spdirt, Corpoideachais agus Gaeltachta,
Thomas Byrne T.D., pacéiste maoinithe tri bliana dar luach €2,374,379 san iomlan do
Kinia inniu (21/6/2024). Cuirfidh an maoiniu seo ar chumas Kinia leanuint ar aghaidh
lena gclar an-rathuil Clar Techspace agus le Tech Féile agus tus a chur lena scéim

nua ‘Léigh Liom’ sna tri bliana atd romhainn.

Is gréasan naisiunta de spasanna mean digiteach é TechSpace até lonnaithe in ionaid
Oige agus scoileanna a chabhraionn le hdganaigh a bheith gniomhach i gcrutha abhair
dhigitigh agus teicneolaiochta as Gaeilge. Cuireann Kinia oilitint ar fail do mhuinteoiri
i réimse STEAM agus tugann na muinteoiri an t-eolas seo ar ais chuig a seomrai
ranga. Tathar ag suil go dtiocfaidh méadu ar lion na muinteoiri agus na n-oibrithe dige
ata péirteach sa chlar agus go ndéanfar forbairt ar acmhainni foghlama
STEAM/riomheolaiochta/mean digiteacha i nGaeilge, a bheas ar fail doibh siud ata
pairteach sa chlar.

Is & Tech Féile an 6céid bhliantuil is mé de chuid Kinia ina dtagann na daoine éga
rannphdirteacha le chéile chun an obair ata déanta acu ar a dtionscadail
teicneolaiochta i rith na bliana a cheilidradh. Tarlaionn an écaid seo le linn Seachtain
na Teicneolaiochta Cruthaithi, ceiliradh até cruthaithe ag Kinia agus a aithnitear go



naisiinta mar dheis chun tionscnaimh agus gaisci daoine éga maidir le cursai
teicneolaiochta cruthaithi a aithint. Spreagann na hocaidi seo daoine 6ga leis na
scileanna ata foghlamtha acu 6 oideachasdiri traenailte a chur i bhfeidhm agus
caitheann rannphairtithe suas le tri mhi ag ullmhd do na himeachtai seo.

Chomh maith le leanuint leis na gniomhaiochtai seo, beidh Kinia ag tabhairt faoi chlar
nua darbh ainm ‘Léigh Liom’. Is clar piolotach ar line a bheas i gceist le Léigh Liom
ina mbeidh cainteoiri duchais Gaeilge a nascadh le daltai i nGaelscoileanna agus i
scoileanna Gaeltachta chun leabhar Gaeilge a [éamh le chéile ar line. Dearadh an clar
seo chun tacu le daltai a bhfuil leibhéil isle liofachta Gaeilge acu tri mheantoireacht
duine le duine a chur ar fail doibh. Ta an ghné nuamholta seo de chlar Kinia ag teacht
go dluth le mianta agus straitéis na Roinne maidir le cumas Gaeilge i measc an phobail
ar fad a fheabhsu.

Ag labhairt faoin maoiniu, duirt an tAire Turasodireachta, Cultuir, Ealaion,
Gaeltachta, Spéirt agus Mean, Catherine Martin, T.D:

“De thoradh na hinfheistiochta ata a fégairt ag mo Roinn inniu, déanfar deimhin de go
mbeidh deiseanna den scoth ag daltai na tire oilitint ar ardchaighdean a fhail i réimsi
tabhachtacha den nuatheicneolaiocht inar dteanga naisitnta. Is léiriti é seo ar an run
daingean ata ag an Rialtas an Ghaeilge a normalu agus a chur i lar an aonaigh sa

saol nua-aimseartha ina mairimid.”

Ag labhairt d6 ag Gaelscoil na Mi, scoil ata rannphairteach i gClar Techspace,
duirt an tAire Stait Spoirt, Corpoideachais agus Gaeltachta, Thomas Byrne T.D.:

“Ta luchair orm an pacaiste maoinithe tri bliana seo do Kinia a fhogairt. Ta Kinia
larnach i gcruthu an naisc idir an Ghaeilge agus an teicneolaiocht le blianta anuas
agus sin an fath go bhfuilimid ag tacu lena gcuid oibre le maoiniu os cionn €2,300,000
thar 3 bliana. Cinntionn Clar Techspace go gcuirtear daoine 6ga ar an eolas faoi na
deiseanna ata ar fail sa saol digiteach doibh siud a bhfuil an Ghaeilge acu.”

Duirt Priomhfheidhmeannach Kinia, Marianne Checkley:



“Is moér an ondir duinn a bheith mar chuid d’aistear Clar TechSpace leis an Roinn
Turasdireachta, Cultdir, Ealaion, Gaeltachta, Spdirt agus Mean agus
comhphairtiocht mhaoinithe tri bliana eile a fhégairt . O thionscadal piolétach beag in
2016, ta teacht againn anois ar bhreis agus 700 oideachasdir i nGaelscoileanna
agus i nGaeilcholaisti agus ocaid Tech Féile ar leith againn a dhéanann ceilidradh ar
chruthaitheacht agus nualaiocht teicneolaiochta daoine éga. Tri usaid na
teicneolaiochta agus na Gaeilge a leathnu mar fhoinse inspioraide chun fiosracht
agus cruthaitheacht a mhuscailt i ndaoine oga ar fud na tire, ta sé mar aidhm againn
muinin a chothu ina gcuid scileanna teanga agus agus a gcuid scileanna don
todhchali.”
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Significant 3-year funding package for Kinia
announced

o €2,374,379 allocated by Ministers Martin and Byrne under
three-year funding package.
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¢ Significant current and capital funding provided to continue
the Techspace Programme, Tech Féile and to start the new
’Léigh Liom scheme

The Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport and Media, Catherine Martin,
T.D and the Minister of State for Sport, Physical Education and the Gaeltacht in the
Department of Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport and Media and in the
Department of Education, Thomas Byrne T.D. announced a three-year financing
package worth a total of €2,374,379 for Kinia today (21/6/2024). This funding will
enable Kinia to continue their highly successful Techspace, Tech Féile programme

and start their new 'Léigh Liom’ scheme over the next three years.

TechSpace is a national network of digital media spaces located in youth centres and
schools that help young people to be active in the creation of digital and technological
content in Irish. Kinia provides training for teachers in the STEAM field and the
teachers bring this knowledge back to their classrooms. It is expected that the number
of teachers and youth workers involved in the programme will increase and that
STEAM/computer science/digital media learning resources in lrish will be developed,
and made available to those involved in the programme.

Tech Féile is Kinia's biggest annual event where participating young people come
together to celebrate the work they have done on their technology projects throughout
the year. This event takes place during Creative Technology Week, a celebration
created by Kinia and recognised nationally as an opportunity to recognise the
initiatives and achievements of young people in relation to creative technology. These
events encourage young people to apply the skills they have learned from trained
educators and participants and they spend up to three months preparing for these
events.

In addition to continuing these activities, Kinia will be undertaking a new programme
called Léigh Liom. Leigh Liom is an online pilot programme in which native speakers
of Irish will be connected with students in Gaelscoileanna and Gaeltacht schools to
read an Irish book together online. This programme was designed to support students
with low levels of Irish fluency by providing them with one-to-one mentoring. This newly
proposed aspect of the Kinia programme is closely aligned with the wishes and



strategy of the Department in relation to improving Irish language fluency among the

whole community.

The Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport and Media, Catherine
Martin T.D said:

"As a result of the investment that my Department is announcing today, it will be
ensured that the students of the country will have excellent opportunities to receive
high quality training in important areas of new technology in our national language.
This is an expression of the Government's firm intention to normalise the Irish

language and place it at the centre of the modern world in which we live."

Speaking in Gaelscoil na Mi, a school participating in the Techspace
Programme, the Minister of State for Sport, Physical Education and the
Gaeltacht, Thomas Byrne T.D., said:

“I am delighted to announce this significant three-year funding package for Kinia. Kinia
has been instrumental in creating the link between the Irish language and technology
for many years and that is why we are supporting their work with over €2,300,000 in
funding over 3 years. The Techspace Programme ensures that young people are
informed about the opportunities available in the digital world for those who speak
Irish.”

The CEO of Kinia, Marianne Checkley said:

"We are honoured to be part of the Clar TechSpace journey with The Department of
Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport and Media and announcing a further three
year funding partnership . From a small pilot project in 2016 we now have a national
reach to over 700 educators in Gaeilscoileanna and Gaeilcholaisti and a unique
Tech Féile celebrating young people’s technology creativity and innovation. By
expanding the use of technology and the Irish language as a catalyst to ignite a
curiosity and creativity in young people around the country we aim to build a sense
of agency that develops confidence in their language and in their future skills."
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